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and attractive princess. Then came up the question
of her marriage with a prince of Portugal, and again,
with Joseph II., who paid her much attention when
he visited France in 1777. Political reasons pre-
vented these proposed alliances, much to Madame
Elisabeth's content.

Like Isabelle of France, the sister of Saint Louis,
Madame Elisabeth preferred the happiness of remain-
ing with a brother whom she loved, to an exile how-
ever brilliant. She was extremely fond of the palace
of Versailles, where she was born; of its park full of
reminiscences of her childhood, of the chapel where
she had so often prayed. She had a sincere affection
for her brothers, her aunts, her governesses, her maids
of honor, and for her friends. Her tender soul would
have been tortured by the thought of leaving them;
hence she soon gave up all idea of marrying.

At an entertainment given at the Trianon, June 6,
1782, in honor of the Grand Duke Paul of Russia,
the Baroness d'Oberkirch was given a place by the
side of Madame Elisabeth. The Baroness in her
Memoirs thus speaks of the Princess: " She was in
all the glow of youth and beauty, and refused every
offer, in order to remain with her family. 'I can
marry only the son of a king, and the son of a king
will have to reign over his father's realm; I should
cease to be a Frenchwoman, and that I should not
like. I prefer staying here at the foot of my brother's,
to ascending any other throne.' "

When she came of age in 1778, Madame Elisabeth